
O'CONNOR ASSUMES LEADERSHIP OF GEOTECHNICAL LABORATORY

In a recent ceremony at the Engineer Research and Development Center (ERDC),

Dr. Michael J. O’Connor became director of the ERDC Geotechnical Laboratory.

The Geotechnical Laboratory is one of the eight ERDC laboratories. O’Connor now manages

a permanent staff of 135 and an annual research program of over $20 million. The Geotechnical

Laboratory conducts research in the areas of soil mechanics, engineering geology and rock

mechanics, military pavements, earthquake engineering, geophysics, and vehicle mobility.

O’Connor oversees research in three divisions and various special facilities, including the U.S.

Army Centrifuge Research Center and the world’s most powerful centrifuge.

Prior to his assignment as director of the Geotechnical Laboratory, O’Connor was the

director of the ERDC Construction Engineering Research Laboratory (CERL) in Champaign, Ill.

O’Connor served as technical director of CERL from 1994 to 1996. Before that, he was chief of

CERL’s Intrastructure Laboratory. Since 1974, he had also served as division chief, division

program manager, and a team leader for the  former Facility Systems Division.

O’Connor holds bachelor’s and master’s of science degrees in industrial engineering and a

doctorate in mechanical engineering from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. He

has received numerous awards, including the Equal Employment Opportunity Award and the

Commander’s Award of Excellence. He is involved in numerous professional organizations and

has authored over 30 technical papers and reports.

ERDC includes all of the Corps of Engineers dispersed research and development facilities

and supports the Army and the Nation with high quality research, leading edge technology, and

state-of-the-art facilities. The ERDC organization consists of eight unique laboratories in four

locations: Construction Engineering Research Laboratory at Champaign, Ill., Cold Regions

Research and Engineering Laboratory at Hanover, N. H., Topographic Engineering Center at

Alexandria, Va., and the Coastal and Hydraulics, Structures, Geotechnical, Environmental, and

Information Technology Laboratories in Vicksburg, Miss.
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